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Abstract

The current gifted education service in Taiwan’s elementary schools is that gifted students
receive gifted education in regular classroom program. It is necessary to learn if the teachers of
regular education could identify gifted students' distinguishing features and further provide them
differentiated instruction. This study aims at discussing the attitudes of regular program teachersin
Pingtung region towards differentiated instruction. 266 self-developed questionnaires- “Attitudes
towards Differentiated Instruction: Elementary School Teachers of Regular Program in Pingtung
Region” - were distributed in Pintung region based on purposive sampling, and 243 valid responses
were collected. This survey is to learn the level that teachers know about their students’ learning
features and teachers’ attitudes towards differentiated instruction.

The result is used for comparing the disparities of the level of identifying gifted students
distinguishing features and teachers' attitudes towards differentiated instruction from teachers with
different background variables and for discussing their relationship. The data were analyzed with
descriptive statistics, MANOVA, LISREL and so on. The result shows:

1. Regarding attitudes towards differentiated instruction, there is no significant disparity among
Ping Tung's elementary school teachers with different years of service.

2. On the subject of knowing the regional gifted program or not, the Pingtung elementary
school teachers of regular program got significant disparity in attitudes towards differentiated
instruction. After running Goodness of Fit Test, it is found that the scale performance of
the elementary school regular-program teachers who know the regional gifted programs
is significantly better than that of who don’t know the program in “cognitive domain of
identifying student’s features”, “affective domain of identifying student’s features” and
“evaluation of affective dimension”.
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3. The elementary school regular program teachers got predictability on identifying students’
features and attitudes towards differentiated instruction. The predicted explanatory power has
reached 45%.

Based on the research results and conclusion, this study has proposed several suggestions
for further gifted education research and practice, and can be a reference for teachers, school
administration and future researchers.

Key words: differentiated instruction, gifted education



